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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


​

Date of issue: December 8, 2006

Grand Bend Community Foundation helps protect water, species, recreation through OAC


The Grand Bend Community Foundation will help protect the important and unique Old Ausable River Channel (OAC) ecosystem through a $20,000 grant to enable the second phase of the development of the OAC Management Plan to proceed.


“The Grand Bend Community Foundation and its supporters have shown a powerful commitment to protect this vital and distinctive ecosystem,” said Kari Killins, Aquatic Biologist with the Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority (ABCA) and Coordinator of the Old Ausable River Watershed Long-Term Management Plan. “We sincerely appreciate this generous support and are very excited about the plan to protect and improve this valuable community resource.”

Chris Thompson, Chair of the Grants Committee for the Grand Bend Community Foundation, announced the charitable foundation’s support for the project on Dec. 2.

“The Management Plan will help guide the Grand Bend and area community as it preserves and enhances the Old Ausable Channel as a considerable local asset,” she said. The management strategy will continue a planning process which began in full force in March of 2006 with a meeting that was extremely well-attended by local community members.


Part two of the project will be the production of a management plan document for the Old Ausable Channel. A volunteer steering committee, made up of local residents and agency partners, will continue to work with the ABCA and other partners to pull the management strategy together. The purpose of this project is to develop a Management Plan with a 20-year vision and management philosophy for the Old Ausable River Watershed. The plan will identify actions and directions in the area of education, public information, recreation and species at risk and water quality protection; develop guidelines for adjacent land use activities and create a long-term planning document with diverse stakeholder involvement to guide protection efforts over the next 20 years.

The Ausable Bayfield Conservation Foundation has accepted the grant on behalf of the ABCA.

The Old Ausable Channel was part of the original Ausable River until two diversions at the end of the 19th century separated this body of water from the current Ausable River which flows into Lake Huron. The Old Ausable River Channel begins in Grand Bend and runs south through Pinery Provincial Park.  It is now solely fed by groundwater and carries only local drainage. Over time, the channel may change from a river-like ecosystem to a more pond-like ecosystem. The channel is not only a source of recreation opportunities. It is home to many local residents and it is also home to many Species at Risk in need of protection.

The Grand Bend Community Foundation is the lead donor funding the Old Ausable Channel Management Plan, which is also supported by the ABCA, the Government of Canada’s Habitat Stewardship Program and the Ausable Bayfield Conservation Foundation. Other community groups and local property owner organizations provide much appreciated in-kind contributions as well.

For more information on the Old Ausable Channel Management Plan or to become a member of Friends of the Old Ausable Channel visit www.oldausablechannel.ca or www.abca.on.ca
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CONTACT: Kari Killins, Management Plan Coordinator, Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority, at (519) 235-2610 or 1-888-286-2610.
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